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Important Dates 

September 2017 

Letter from the Principal: 
 Wow!  It’s hard to believe that the first quarter of the 2017-2018 school year is 

behind us and we are heading into the Holiday Season!  On behalf of everyone here at 

West Middle School, I would like to thank all of you for your continued support!  Edu-

cating our young people is truly a group effort, and we appreciate working together with 

our families and community! 

 During the last week of October, we held Student Led Conferences for all of our 

students and families.  Student Led Conferences involve each student gathering infor-

mation about their own learning, including projects, assessments, assignments, and other 

artifacts, and then leading a conversation with their parents.  The goal is to have each stu-

dent own their learning, and develop a clear understanding of their current performance, 

as well as setting goals and targets for further growth.  Hopefully, this steers conversations 

toward learning, rather than focusing on grades alone, and we’ve seen a marked increase 

in our attendance at conferences.  This was our first attempt at conducting Student Led 

Conferences for our entire school, and we know that we will only continue to improve 

our practice.  Thank you for your support and feedback!  If you would like more infor-

mation on Student Led Conferences, please check out this article https://

www.edutopia.org/practice/student-led-conferences-empowerment-and-ownership 

 As we begin the second quarter, we continue to celebrate our successes and work 

to improve our practices.  We truly appreciate the opportunity to work and learn with 

your students.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 

Vernon.walker@d51schools.org or call me at 254-5090.  You are also welcome to stop 

by the office any time! 

 

Vernon Walker, Principal 

Lori Thompson, Secretary 

November 2,  Thursday 

MESA POP Bottle Rock-

et competition 

Fruita 8/9—3:30-5:30pm 

 

November 10, Friday 

No School— 

Teacher In-Service 

 

November 16, Thursday 

Honor Orchestra  

7am-1pm 

 

November 17, Friday 

7th Grade Field Trip 

9:30am-12:30pm 

 

November 17&18, Friday 

& Saturday 

CBA Honor Band 

11am 

 

November 20-24  

No School 
Thanksgiving Break 

New Staff—Hoffman Page 5 
New Staff—Duncan Page 5 
New Staff—Bautista Page 5 
New Staff—Good  Page 6 
New Staff—Chinse Page 6 
New Staff—Flanagan Page 6 

November 2017 
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Cheerleading 

The West middle school cheer team competes in competitions and always rank well.  They’re a supportive enthusi-

astic group of girls who cheer for the football teams: 5th grade, 6th grade, light weight, and heavy weight. The 5th 

grade Raiders crushed the Chiefs at the playoffs. They will be the only Raiders to represent West in the super bowl. 

Speaking of the super bowl the 5th graders lost 7-20 but the cheerleaders did an awesome job cheering the football 

players on and keeping the audience riled up. 

Sailer Warinner and Skyler Wishon are the cheer captains and they lead all the cheers and stretches. They are also 

the example for the rest of the team to fallow. Their next competition is on Nov. 4 against 7 different teams. Watch 

them stunt, dance, and perform.  If they beat all of the other teams they will be able to go to regionals. Their coach 

feels and thinks they have a chance at winning and can’t wait to get started. There are 21 girls. They can’t wait to 

compete wish them luck. By Jordan Lefler 

Mrs. Ragsdale and Mrs. Moran are the advisors for MESA. Mrs. Ragsdale has been teaching ME-

SA for 16 years, and Mrs. Moran has been teaching MESA for 27 years. What is MESA you ask? Well, 

MESA is Math, Engineering, Science, and Achievement, which is our afterschool STEM program in 

District 51. MESA has been at West for 27 years and has been nationwide for 37 years. They meet after-

school every Monday 2:45-4:00 in room 122 (Mrs. Ragsdale’s room). In MESA, you get to go on some 

cool trips and compete in 10 competitions per year. If you join MESA, you get more experiences and 

STEM learning outside of the classroom. You learn about teamwork, engineering design process, cod-

ing, robotics, sales and more. Right now they have 40 kids in MESA and are getting ready for Balsa-

wood Airplanes! MESA has competed in the Milk Jug Boat Race and Water Rockets. 

 Last year, MESA went to the Denver Bronco Stadium, Space Foundation, California and more! 

If you have been in MESA for 3 years, you can earn a trip to Disneyland! MESA also collects box tops 

for a fundraiser to help fund their many field trips. So go join MESA!!! 

    By: Sailer Warinner  Edited by: Riley Pope 

MESA 

http://www.essentialsinlearning.com/
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8th Grade Boys Basketball 

 The Coaches of the West Middle School 8th grade basketball teams are AJ Murray and Josh War-

inner. There are 24 players on both A and B team. Coach Murray said that their hopes for the season are 

for each player to improve and work together as a team. The coaches also said that “the team’s biggest 

competition is themselves.” 

 “We have a good chance to make it to finals if every team member has the confidence and be-

lieves that they can” says Coach Murray. The starting five boys are switched around every game they 

don’t really have a starting five. They have five home games and 3 away games. Come cheer on your 8th 

grade basketball players after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  GO WOLVERINES! 

By Branigan Brundage 

7th Grade Boys Basketball 

There are 23 players out for the West Middle School 7th grade basketball team, 10 on A team, and 

13 on B team. Two of the B team players will play up for the A. This is the 20th year that Mr. Brennan has 

been coaching basketball and he has coached volleyball for 19 years. 

 The seventh grade basketball team switches practice times with the 8th grade every week.  They 

either have practice at 3:00 or 4:30 every day after school. Mr. Brennan feels very confident in his team 

this year and can tell they played basketball before this year. He believes with more hard work and prac-

tice they will be able to take the W at tournament. All of the kids are working really hard for him.    

By Ayden Harris 

 West Middle School STEM has been immersed in researching how human 
activity impacts ecosystems. Students have counted, collected and graphed the 
amount of trash both in our building as well as at Connected Lakes State Park, on 
our recent STEM field study.  

 Students are now having a “Call to Action” within West Middle School. We 
want to decrease the amount of plastic bottles used by students and staff, through the 
replacement of our traditional water fountain to a water bottle filler. This replace-
ment will cost approximately $1400.  

 Students are currently seeking donations to help fund a water bottle filler for 
West as our gift to the school.  

 We highly appreciate a donation to help not only to decrease our school 
waste, but to also help the overall health of our community and environment. 

West Middle School STEM Projects 

Parenting Middle Schoolers is a Tough Job 

     Parenting is really hard.  Having a growth mindset helps.  The following link will lead you to an arti-

cle that will give you some pointers on instilling a growth mindset with your child at home: 

https://www.mindsetworks.com/parents/growth-mindset-parenting  
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New Staff— Ms. Lisa Williams 

 Ms. Lisa Williams is a new parapro at West Middle School. This 

will be her first year as a parapro for the District.  She wanted to be a 

parapro because she loves the kids and everything they bring, she also loves 

spending time with them to help them grow and succeed. Ms. Lisa just 

wants to help them be the best they can be, her favorite part of the job is 

working with the students and helping them with anything they need.  She 

was a substitute teacher last year teaching K-8 and would sub at most of the 

schools here in Grand Junction. Ms. Lisa has a degree in teaching. She has 

also spent the last 30 years in the medical field before deciding to come back 

to teaching.   

 When she is not at the school helping the students she likes to go hiking, 4 wheeling, snowmobiling, and take 

walks. Ms. Lisa loves to eat Italian and Mexican food, likes to watch the Broncos with her son and likes basketball 

especially when her son is playing. She has one son who is sixteen years old and is a junior at Grand Junction High 

school. So let’s welcome her with open arms to our big family here at West Middle School.   

 By Abby Tscherter 

School trips are once in a lifetime experience, its hands on learning, it enriches you in culture, and 
it gives you a whole new perspective on life.  

“Going to the Florida keys on the spring break trip was probably one of the best things that I 
could have ever done! It truly was a once in a lifetime experience. Swimming with dolphins, kayaking in 

the everglades, and touring the turtle hospital was amazing!” As claimed by Janae Kitzman who went on 
the 2017 spring break trip. 

The next big trip West has planned is the 2018 Central Europe trip that is set for spring break. 
This trip will cover ten amazing days of exploring multiple countries such as Germany, Poland, Czech 
Republic, etc. During the 2018 spring break trip, students will have an eye opening opportunity to visit 

Holocaust museums, and concentration camps such as the Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland. 
If you are interested about the 2018 Central Europe trip, come talk to Ms. Moore, its lots of fun 

and worth every penny. 
Written by: Joel Daugherty  Edited by: Mia Conner and Ashley Guddat 

West Travel Trips 

STEM 

STEM stands for Science Technology Engineering Math. STEM is not really a class or an event. West is 

the first middle school in the district that is recognized as a STEM school. It’s more like an activity, students have 

a final product they have to put together. For examples, Mr. Riggle's Class is finishing up their guitars for this 

quarter. Another example would be the Hour of Code, the largest learning event in history. STEM gives kids op-

portunities to grow in their mindsets. It challenges kids to be more active.  

 A big event coming, is STEM Day. STEM Day is when kids from other schools come to West and build 

projects all day. Teachers will be giving learners challenges, they will guide them as to what they are to build. 

STEM Day only happens once a year.   By Krystal Hoang  
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New Staff— Ms. Hoffman 

By: Mia Conner Edited by: Joel Daugherty  

Ms. Hoffman is our new GT teacher. She decided to teach at West because it 

was more convenient and she went to school here as a child. Ms. Hoffman 

worked at Mount Garfield last year and now works part time at Orchard Me-

sa. She has been teaching for 15 years at schools and 10 years at youth minis-

tries. Ms. Hoffman’s biggest goal here this year is helping kids get more inter-

ested in taking GT classes and getting more engaged in learning. 

You might be wondering who Ms. Hoffman is outside of school, and I was 

too. Ms. Hoffman loves to read, hike, and play the flute. She has three grown 

children and a golden retriever named Mischa. Her favorite book series is Fall of Giants and she likes World War ll 

books. Her favorite song is called Gods Not Dead and she likes Christian music. Ms. Hoffman is passionate about 

education and helping kids learn new things. She grew up in Grand Junction and went to Grand Junction High 

School.  

New Staff— Ms. Jessica Bautista 

Jessica Bautista is a para-pro for Ms. Kim. She had worked for Preschools 
and with children for 5 years before but never actually worked for a school 
district. She is really happy to be here and enjoys her job. It is her first year 
at West. Her goal is to get to know everyone and learn her way around the 
school. 
 
Jessica grew up in Grand Junction and went to Central High School. She 
is getting married in May and has a little girl, Gabby, that is four and two 
cats, Pepperoni and Maybel.  She loves to paint and sing on her free time, 
and her favorite artist is Elvis Presley.  
By Maryonna Casebolt 

New Staff— Ms. Trini Duncan 

Trina Duncan is one of the new staff members at West. She is 

paraprofessional who assists Elliot, a severe special needs student 

throughout the day. Aside from subbing last year, she has never taught 

before, but she heard, quote, that “West is a good school to work at.” 

Coming to West, Ms. Duncan hopes that Elliot will become a teacher’s 

aide in 8th grade, and will be able to write a whole paper. 

Outside of school, Ms. Duncan loves to scrapbook, camp, and hunt. 

She is the Director of Operation for the Colorado Mule Deer Associa-

tion, and loves to take youth on their first hunt. She doesn’t have any 

pets, but has two boys, Zander 14, and Logan 11. Let’s all give Ms. Trina Duncan a warm welcome to West! 

By Ashley Guddat 
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New Staff— Mr. Layne Good 

 Layne Good is our new assistant P.E. teacher, this is his first year 

and he says he enjoys it here. Coach Good was a geologist and did mud 

logging before switching over to being a substitute teacher. He had been 

substitute teaching for three months before he became the assistant coach 

in P.E.  

 Coach Good is married with two kids. His wife’s name is Renee, 

his son’s name is Alex and his daughter’s name is Pippy. He went to col-

lege at Washington State University, majoring in geology. He loves 

spending time with his kids and says they’re the best part of his day. Let’s 

welcome Coach Good to West with open arms and show him we are an amazing school!  

     -By: Adam Tuck 

New Staff— Ms. Nikki Chinse 

  Nikki Chinse walks into the office of WMS around 12:10-12:30 

in the early afternoon. Nikki doesn’t just work a WMS yet but she trav-

els around schools to help our community be more intelligent and edu-

cated. Nikki works in the industry of speech therapy and gives off a re-

laxed and calm tone full of intelligence and honesty. She explains that 

“teaching kids is her favorited aspect about her job.” and before getting 

her job Nikki, had to use hard work and pursuance, taking step by step 

with patience. Nikki has taught kids from birth to 15 years old! The easi-

est part about Nikki’s job is “teaching kids,” and the hardest is “waking 

up in the morning and getting to work”, spoke by Nikki herself. She lives 

a life with no kids and has been married for 3 years and has 2 sisters. Nikki gives a speech saying “you can 

get anything from ambition and hard work,” also, “even working with a job full of kindness can make a big 

impact on our community.  By Angelina Cox 

One new staff member here at West is Maribeth Flanagan. She has been 
teaching adults and kids for 21 years. She came to West because she loves 

working with kids, especially middle school kids because they actually listen 
and try her ideas. She also likes to help kids and families. Before she came to 

West she helped adults in mental health problems, and in the criminal jus-

tice system. Her biggest goal to accomplish at West is to help kids realize 
their amazing potential and that they have everything they need to achieve 

within themselves. 

Ms. Flanagan grew up on Long Island, New York.  She enjoys spending 
time with her pet mountain bike, hiking, spending time with friends, travel-

ing, and teaching at here West. Her favorite movie is “Princess Bride”. Her favorite song is “Layla” by Eric 
Clapton.  She also helps out her 91 year old mom around her house.  One thing she wants everyone at West 

to know about her is that she builds labyrinths for meditation, and if you don’t know what that is, she wants 

you to come and ask her. She can’t wait to meet and help us throughout the school year.    

By Michael Taylor    

New Staff— Ms. Maribeth Flanagan 


